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GRANT INSIGHTs
The purpose of the Joint Office of Energy and Transportation: Communities Taking Charge Accelerator (Topic Area 
1) is to fund planning and/or demonstration and/or deployment projects that explore innovative e-mobility charging 
solutions for individuals without access to home charging for their electric vehicles and mobility devices (e.g. cars, e-
bikes, e-scooters, electric wheelchairs, etc.). Program funds are authorized through the Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act (IIJA). 

The agency intends to award projects aligned with the Joint Office’s mission of providing a modernized and inter-
agency approach to supporting the deployment of zero-emission, convenient, accessible, and equitable transportation 
infrastructure. 

Federal Agency Name U.S. Department of Energy –  National Energy Technology Laboratory 

Funding Opportunity Communities Taking Charge Accelerator (Topic Area 1) 

NOFO Release Date 04/16/2024 

Concept Papers Due Date 05/20/2024 by 5:00 p.m. 
ET via EERE eXCHANGE 

Application Due Date 07/16/2024 by 5:00 p.m. 
ET via EERE eXCHANGE 

# of Programs: Topic Area 1: Solving for Non-Home Charging: Expanding Charging Access for Privately 
Owned E-Mobility  

Total Funding Available $23,000,000 

Award Minimum $250,000 

Award Maximum $4,000,000 

Recipient Cost-Share/

Match Requirements:

Applicants are required to provide a non-federal cost-match of 0% for Planning projects 
and 50% for Demonstration/Deployment projects. 

Summary Topic 1 applications may cover one or more of the following project concepts (but are not 
limited to the concepts listed): 
 Innovative public charging models that address challenges for residents of multi-family 

housing and those without safe access to home charging which may include:
 Curbside reservation-based charging for long-dwell use (e.g., overnight);
 Lower investment curbside charging options such as “bring your own cord” or solutions 

that leverage existing street furniture;
 Innovative charging solutions for multi-family accessory parking;
 Secure storage with charging for privately-owned e-micromobility devices (e.g., dense 

urban neighborhoods, multi-family buildings, campus/dorm facilities, etc.); and
 Multi-modal community charging hubs, to support the charging of multiple vehicles 

across transport modes (including e-micromobility, transit, etc.)
 EV charging deployment strategies that lower costs and/or charging times;
 Affordable, equitable charging rate design, including:
 Rates charged to drivers; and
 Payments for individuals reliant on public charging. 

mailto:contact@wittobriens.com
https://eere-exchange.energy.gov/#FoaId10d1c8bc-7809-4562-95ff-f843e63008ed
https://eere-exchange.energy.gov/#FoaId10d1c8bc-7809-4562-95ff-f843e63008ed


Houston | London | Singapore | São Paulo
contact@wittobriens.com
+1 281 320 9796

With you 
when it 
counts

24/7 Emergency

+1 985 781 0804

Grant insights

Eligible Applicants Proposed prime recipient(s) and subrecipient(s) must be one of the following:
 Institutions of Higher Education;
 For-Profit Entities and Non-Profit Entities; and
 State and Local Governmental Entities, and Indian Tribes. 


*An entity may submit more than one Concept Paper and Full Application to this FOA, provided that each 
application describes a unique, scientifically distinct project and provided that an eligible Concept Paper was 
submitted for each Full Application. 

Special Considerations Applications can be proposed exclusively as planning projects, exclusively as demonstration/deployment 
projects, or as a combination of both. 

Applicants must plan/budget for participation in the Joint Office annual meeting. Awarded projects will provide 
a technical presentation and/or poster to detail the plans, progress, and results of the technical effort. 
Awarded projects will also share best practices and exchange ideas across similar projects in the topic area. 

Teams are highly encouraged to select Project Partners across multiple disciplines including land use and 
urban design, transportation, energy, labor, community engagement, and equity. 

Contact Information Questions regarding the NOFO: FOA3214@netl.doe.gov 

Questions regarding EERE eXCHANGE: EERE-ExchangeSupport@hq.doe.gov 

FAQs posted at: https://eere-exchange.energy.gov (FOA #: DE-FOA-0003214) 

Notes Planning Projects: May be best fit for communities in the beginning stages of providing charging access to 
EV drivers/riders without home charging. Examples:

 Needs assessments;
 Feasibility analyses to inform an upcoming procurement;
 Site analysis for a future pilot;
 Securing necessary permits;
 Pre-construction engineering design and planning activities;
 Community engagement to collect feedback on proposed projects;
 Impacts/policy analysis to inform potential negative impacts from a project and mitigation measures 

(e.g., housing cost increases, traffic increases, fire safety risk); 
 Creating a strategic plan or designing a new program and its guidelines;
 Developing or updating local regulatory codes, zoning, and/or permitting changes to accelerate the 

deployment of charging. 

Demonstration/Deployment Projects: Will implement forward-looking concepts for how to best provide 
charging access for renters, multi-family housing residents, and others without home charging, and should 
result in lessons learned that can be scalable and repeatable in other communities around the country. 
Examples:

 Demonstration and/or deployment projects can deploy Level 1, Level 2, or Direct Current (DC) Fast 
Chargers.

 Encouraged to actively explain and include a process/budget for the dissemination of project info and 
replication in other communities.

 Projects may want to partner with other organizations or national labs that have the outreach 
capability.

 Encouraged to address major barriers to individuals currently without access to home charging or tackle 
challenges associated with charging at scale—including improved cord management, reduced theft, faster 
permitting times, improved fire safety, reduced cost through innovative business models, and leveraging 
existing electricity infrastructure. 
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